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Taste MAKER

After a successful career in the restaurant business, Julie Manfredi
Hughes is pursuing another creative passion: interior design.
STORY Sue Ramsey | STYLING Megan Morton & Yulie Manfredi Hughes PHOTOGRAPHY Prue Ruscoe




AT HOME WITH H&G

Homeawner and interior designer, Julie Manfredi Hughes in her
hardworking and beautiful kitchen. Thonet counter stool, Amhou

je. OPPOSITE

e Concrete, a

fed.mwdﬂmt mniel a fine backdrop for the green af the refreshed
gardon by S Gardens, Trims painted Porter's Paints River Stone.

AUSTRALIAN HOUSE & GARDEN | 33



H&G AT HOME WITH

Gervasoni ‘Ghost 12" sofa (teal) and ‘Ghost 20 daybed by Pacla Navone, Classicon
‘Bell’ glass side table and ‘Bow No 3' marble side table, all Anibou. Blarney rug,
Robyn Cosgrove, The antique poster was purchased in Paris. Custom french doors,
All Metal Projects. Walls in living area painted Porter’s Paints Almond White, trims in
Porter's Paints French Slate. Terrazzo floor tiles, Fibonacci Stone. Sub-Zero wine
cabinet and french-door fridge, both Winning Appliances. OPPOSITE Recycled-elm
console, Water Tiger, Vessel by Lino Alvarez, La Paloma Pottery. Artek ‘A811" floor
lamp by Alvar Aalto, Anibou. Garage artwork by Wilmott Kidd.




n 2001, then-restaurateur Julie Manfredi
Hughes spent considerable time and
effort hunting for a new family home,
"My partner Larry has two sons and |
have a daughter, Isabella, so we were
looking for a house we could live in as a
blended family," she says. The new home
had big shoes to fill: Julie's previous
property was designed for her and her
former husband, acclaimed chef Stefano
Manfredi, by their good friend, renowned
architect, Luigi Rosselli.

“All the homes in our search area were
just too small,” says Julie. But she had a
lightbulb moment while visiting a friend.
“My friend lives in the area we like but on
amajor road and I was struck by how big
and rambling the properties were,” she
says. "Soon after, | happened to see a
similar house listed for sale nearby so
went to have a look."

The house in question is a beauty: three
storeys and nine metres wide, three-metre-
high ceilings and rooms galore - and the
asking price was considerably less »
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than other homes she'd seen. “People
weren't even inspecting the house because
it's on a busyroad,” says Julie. “But we fell
in love with it straightaway.”

Aside from the spacious house being
ideal for her family, Julie was delighted to
discover its rich history. “It was built in
1873 by Thomas Moore, who was a coach
builder. He lived here for some time and
when he died it was tenanted,” she says.
“In1913, a local family bought the property
and their daughter, Miss Mullins, set it
up as a boarding house. She invested a lot
of money in it, including adding the third
floor,” says Julie. “It was quite controversial
at the time.”

Julie and Larry did “bits and pieces” to
the home in their first few years here,
followed by a more extensive interior
refresh in 2010 with the assistance of No
Chintz’s Chrissie Jeffery, who did the fit-
out of Julie’s then-business, award-winning
restaurant, Bells at Killcare. But in 2018,
Julie decided it was time to embark on a
major renovation. “I really wanted to »
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AT HOME WITH H&G

This social space transitions easily from family home to entertaining hub. CTO Lighting ‘Ivy’ pendant light, Spence & Lyda. Sconce wall light, Studio
Henry Wilson. The antique cricket table (in corner)lis an inherited piece. The dining table is an antique Larry has owned since the 1970s. Thonet
‘NI8H’ counter stools and ‘S32V’ dining chairs, Anibau. Vase (on cricket table), swan sculpture, footed bowl and fruit bowl (on dining table) all by
Tina Psarianos. Handmade plates by Katherine Mahoney Ceramics. Custom steel-framed doors by All Metal Projects (throughout). Garden design
by Secret Gardens. OPPOSITE Vgla KVI-500T tapware, Bathroom X. Dishwasher, Miele. Buster+Punch cabinet pulls, Spiggy.




“THERE'’S SUCH EASY FLOW
THROUGH TO THE GARDEN NOW.”

Julie Manfredi Hughes, owner and interior designer

Julie and Larry’s dog Matilda, a standard poodle, has plenty of room to roam both
indoors and out. Palissade outdoor furniture by Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec for Hay,
Cult Design. Chelsea wall lights, Dunlin. Bedford sandstone pavers, Eco Outdoor. The
home’s exterior is painted Porter’s Paints Stone Paint Fine in Blue Concrete. Artworks by
Wilmott Kidd (above console) and Marina Strocchi (above kitchen bench). »
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rebuild the back of the house because,
even though it was relatively modern, it
was becoming dilapidated.”

The timing coincided with the launch
of Julie’s own interior design business,
Décor JMH. “I drew up the plans for
this house at the same time as I began
working on my first client project,” Julie
says. Her focus here was to open up the
kitchen, refresh the living area and
maximise the use of the courtyard,
renovate two bathrooms and then build
a studio above the garage.

Working on the ageing main bathroom
was an enjoyable job, says Julie. “It has
lovely arched windows and three-metre-
high ceilings,” she says. “I added two new
walls to contain a beautiful double vanity
and I put a new bath in.”

Downstairs, in the kitchep. an external
support wall was removed to open up the
space and new full-height steel glazing
was fitted, allowing light to stream in to
the rear of the home. The floor, however,
presented more of a challenge than
expected. “We were jackhammering for
weeks because it had five different layers
of flooring,” says Julie. “So we sorted »
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- Centres. Walls
Paints Malt; the Catherine Martin
‘Lyrebird’ wallpaper in the lower
stairwell was custom-tinted to
- match. Artworks by Peter Adsett
! (left) and Sokquon Tran.
OPPOSITE TOP The glass doors
are covered in a low-E window film,
supplied and installed by TintFX, to
protect furnishings from sun
damage. Belgian linen curtains, No
Chintz. USM ‘Haller’ sideboard,
R P s ) ' Anibou. Artwork by George Byrne.
B & | OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT Julie
wears a dress by A.P.C x Sacai from
i Incu. Captain Flint floor lamp by
| Michael Anastassiades, Euroluce.
‘ Gervasoni ‘Ghost 01" armchair by
| Paola Navone, Anibou. Desert Pit
Stop by George Byrne, Olsen
Gallery. OPPOSITE BOTTOM
RIGHT The walls of this space, the
formal dining room, are painted
Porter’s Paints Hot Springs. Dining
setting by Antonio Citterio for
i Maxalto, Space. Chandelier,
Parterre. Corner table, Manning &
Manning. Artwork by Sokuon Tran.
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all that out and we now have lovely terrazzo
tiles with under-floor heating.”

Anew four-metre [sland is the transition
point hetween cooking and entertaining
zones, “The kitchen is incredibly
functional,” says Julie. *1 chose Porter's

Provence Blue for the surrounding joinery
~-it makes me happy when 1 godewnstairs
in the morning. And there's such easy flow
through to the garden now."

Lulgi Rosselli again lent his talents to
the project, designing the studio Julie
wanted above the garage. “It's transformed
the property,” she says. “It's a really
innovative design with a beautiful curved
root that sweeps all the way from the street
frontage to the back garden.”

Quiside, the old garden was completely

ripped out. "It was overbearing as it was,
so | worked with Secret Gardens to do the
replanting.” says Julie. She had her heart
set on an olive tree, finding just the right
one at a maturetree nursery at Peats Ridge
on the NSW Central Coast. "It was 4 big
splurge, but I love it and it’s doing réally
well - and now [ can never leave!" 3
Décor FMH; jmhdesign.com.au.

Luigi Rosselli Architecty; fuigiroaselli com.
Secret Gardens; secretgaadens.com,au.
Technoform Constructions:
(02) D823 BIN).

“WE FELL IN LOVE WITH THE
HOUSE STRAIGHTAWAY.” yulic

ABOVE AND LEFT Claybrook "Evobe’ bath, Ceramica Catalans ‘Zero+' basins,
‘Progressive’ mixer taps ond ‘Logic” bath filler, all Rogerseller. Custom vanity and mirrar
with integrated cabinets by Décor MH. Flos ‘Mini Glo-Ball' wall ights, Ewroluce,
Handkerchéef blinds in hory inen from No Chintz. Bianco Glass subway ties and
X¥5-Zallige Nero mosaic floor tiles, all Di Larenze Ties, OPPOSITE Fiora sleigh bed,
Fanuk, Busatti bedinen, Casa by Studic Kate. Misseni throw, Spence & Lyda. Bedside
tables bought in India. Surdace Sconce lamp and brass vide poche, Studia Henry
Wilson. Antique French misror. Antique Chiness vase. Original fireplace. Walls painted
Porter's Paints Rubble. For Where fo By, see puige 2004,
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H&G AT HOME WITH

MY DREAM CAR? A
MASERATI - BUT IT
WOULD HAVE TO
BE ELECTRIC!

44| AUSTRALIAN HOUSE & GARDEN

$
'

f

-— s

U e
BN Ty
N [l » o il 1 |

wEF 13 al

SFEFE= 33 o o

11

WITAL 33

== L
> T i »

e A
LIFE & STYLE

Tulie shaves some firsts and ficcoverile thinge

FIRST ADULT HOME? A dilapidated worker's cottage that Lisgi Rossel
renovated for me, It was featured in Intenior Architecture magazine in 1991,
SUCKET-LIST DESTINATION? | would Mke ta go an safari in Africa,
There Is & need Lo reconnect with the wild and the wildemess.
DREAM RESTAURANT TABLE? Gualtiero Marchesi ¢ San Pletro o Orto
in Ndan in the 19805 - the pinnacle of fine dining.

FAVOURITE DOWNTIME PURSUI Sw'rnming arlying by a paol in a chic
hotel such as L'Hatel Marrakech (2) or Relais La Somita i Ostuni
FAVOURITE FLOWERS? Flanne! flowers (3] or garden rases.
FAVOURITE ARTISTS? With their collective voices about the
Australion experience of country: Emma Walker, Peter Adsett (1),

Paddy Bediord and janet Lawrence,

DESIGNERS AND ARCHITECTS WHO INSPIRE YOU? Gio Ponti (8} for the
wngth and breadth of his reach and influence; Pierre Poulin (3) for his playfil
organic shapes and tarms; Grant and Mary Feathersten for their iconic Australion
fumiture do::Jgr’): Fierre Yovanovitch (6, 10) far the avant garde; and Luigi Rossell
because he is simply an antist, His work hos a narrative and chollenges boundaries.
FAVOURITE FASHION LABELS? Right now, | am Iving in Bassike. Crushing on
Wardrabe NYC (5). Throw in some Acne or Prada (4), Mother or Frome jeans.
FAVOURITE SCENT? Sandalwoced (11).

A HOMEWARE PIECE YOU COVET? A Lady Chair by Marce Zanuso for Arflex
in black and white checks. | am obsessed with chairs.

ICAN'T LIVE WITHOUT M)’ bath! The Evolve 1780 from Claybrock (7)
Howe ol the amenities in nvy new bathrosm, but the bath is a necessity. H&G
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